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A concert with Cikada:  
 
 
 
 
Rolf Wallin – Kaleidofon (approx. 60`) 
 
  
In this new work, Wallin will take pieces form his earlier 
works, break them down and reassemble them in new ways, just 
like a kaleidoscope, where new shapes are constantly made from 
the same elements. With this auditive kaleidoscope – or 
kaleidophone, Wallin will create an independent work with a 
durata of approximately one hour.  
 
Central in this experience is Large Bird Mask – an aviary for 
survival, a work that will be premiered at Donaueschingen 
Musiktage in 2018. 
 
From the program note: 
 

Scientists claim we are in the midst of the 
sixth global mass extermination of species. 
The dinosaurs were exterminated by a giant 
asteroid hit, this time we humans are 
the culprits. We are clearly a threat to our 
surroundings, even to ourselves, because of a 
strange attitude to our planet; we look at 
ourselves as conquerors, not as a part of 
a large, delicate dance. Maybe we wouldn't 
have been in this terrible situation if we, 
instead of what we praise as "rational farming 
and food industry", did as the hunters of many 
so-called "primitive" peoples do: Before one 

kills an animal, one asks for permission to kill it, and 
thanks it. Not only for being kind, but for appeasing the 
animal spirits, so that there will be animals to harvest also 
next year.  
 
In many cultures, awe-inspiring masks and costumes are worn by 
the shamans, enabling them to become one with that particular 
animal spirit. Instead of dancing and wearing masks, the 
musicians of Cikada Ensemble will use another strategy to 
"become birds": Their parts are developed from transcriptions 
of the song of endangered bird species. Rather than a normal 
concert situation, the audience enters an auditive, 
electronically produced forest.  
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We want to avoid the traditional format of chamber music 
concerts, where a certain number of works are performed with a 
lot of moving of chairs and music stands in between. Instead, 
we wish to create a concert situation where the elements are 
worked into a coherent unity. The timeline of the work will be 
a journey from past (the composer’s earlier works) to future 
(his concerns about what lies ahead of us and our planet) and 
from human artefacts (his chamber music) to nature: the 
chamber music kaleidoscope will be increasingly interspersed 
with fragments of bird solos/duos/trios, leading to the 
complete performance of Large Bird Masks.  
 
The placement of the musicians in the room and their physical 
interaction will be an integral part of the work. Therefore, 
we have invited visual artist, performer and stage director 
Kjetil Skøien to “choreograph” their placement in space, their 
movements and interactions. Skøien has extensive experience 
with working with musicians and knows intimately both the 
possibilities and the limitations the musicians face while 
performing. He will also be an important collaborator for the 
composer in the conceptual sides of Large Bird Mask.  
 
 
 
 
Rolf Wallin (1957) is one of the 
leading contemporary Nordic composers, 
widely performed and commissioned 
internationally. His musical background 
spans from jazz, avantgarde rock and 
early music to traditional classical 
training, and this versatility is 
reflected in an exceptionally many-faceted list of 
compositions. Wallin's compositional output covers a wide 
range of techniques and expressions: from strictly absolute 
music to music theatre and installations, from elaborate 
computeraided composition in his instrumental music to 
strongly intuitive music for the stage.     
 
 
 
 
Cikada: Since its 1989 formation in Oslo, the Cikada Ensemble 
has developed a refined and highly acclaimed profile on the 
international contemporary music scene. From the very 
beginning, Cikada has consisted of flute, clarinet, piano, 
percussion, string quintet and conductor Christian Eggen. All 
ten are equal, permanent members, and the ensemble has become 
synonymous with the Oslo Sound of fresh, vibrant, warm and 
virtuosic interpretations of consciously selected, 
contemporary repertoire. 
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In concerts at major international 
festivals and on numerous albums, 
Cikada’s distinct ensemble profile 
manifests itself in strong programming. 
Integral to this work is a wish to 
develop long-term collaborations with 
composers and to build composer 
portraits with commissioned works over 
time.  

The nine musicians also form various 
formations within the group: Cikada 
String Quartet and Cikada Trio (flute, 
clarinet, piano) and Piano Trio work as 
independent Cikada units, adding to the 
ensemble’s international identity. 

Cikada was awarded the prestigious 
Nordic Music Prize in 2005. 
 
 
 
www.cikada.no 
 
http://www.rolfwallin.org/ 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Booking: Cecilie Stensrud / cecilie@cikos.no / + 47 907 07 472 


